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Hong Kong’s copyright legal regime has been lagging behind the international standard for over a decade.
Online piracy prevails and becomes rampant in particular with the advancement and common use of Internet
and information technology. The bills committee was formed on July 2014 and the committee supported to
the resumption of the Second Reading debate at the Council after 24 meetings.

Unfortunately, the bill was being dubbed “Internet Article 23” no matter how hard the Government and
the sector tried to clarify. The Bar Association also made a statement saying that the bill renders stronger
protections to the netizens’ freedom of commenting public affairs by derivative works. Throughout the
deliberation in the Legislative Council, representatives of the sector formed a working group to provide me
suggestions on rebutting the falsehoods raised by the opposition so that I could explain to the public. I hereby
want to express my heartfelt thanks to the working group.

As the pan-democrats opposed the bill, they proposed amendments which were unacceptable to the sector
and even filibustered. In a bid to break deadlock for scrutiny of dozens of bills pilling up for passages, the
Government announced to withdraw the bill if it is not able to pass on the meeting of 4 March. I was deeply
disappointed to see such a malicious withdrawal. Indeed, the withdrawal meant that Hong Kong’s copyright
regime remains unchanged which fails to meet the international standards and poses a negative effect to local
creative industry. I must emphasize that the sector takes an open position regarding the amendments proposed
by the pan-democrats. All the sector wants is to further discuss these amendments after passing the current
bill. In fact, the sector has given in to the 6 exemptions that netizens concerned most.

I implored the Government to take remedial measures to protect the copyrights and intellectual property of
our creative sector.
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Arranged a rﬁeeting with'the Chief Executive and Publication sector

Publication industry has featured one of the prominent elements in Hong Kong’s flourishing cultural
dynamism. It also marked the largest employment among the raft of creative and innovative industries in the
city. Unfortunately, the sector has not been taken seriously by the Government until recently.

To reflect the views of the publication sector, I arranged a meeting of some representatives of the sector to meet
the Chief Executive Mr. Leung Chun-ying. In the meeting, we were keen to express the sector’s aspirations
and put forward a raft of recommendations to the Government. They included calling for the relevant officials
paying more attention to the sector, upgrading vocational training, steering transformation, promoting public
interest in reading, calling for the Government hosting a nation-wide book fair and exhibition in Hong Kong,
speeding up e-learning, improving current copyright protection and intellectual property regime, establishing
authorisation copyright payment system at schools and promoting creative writing in the society.

I will work closely with the sector to follow up and pursue for these goals persistently, endeavour to build a
partnership with the Government and create more reciprocity, in the run-up to construct the Publication sector
the icon of Hong Kong’s soft power.

A\NNN\N\

Support Hong Kong public lending right system (PLR)

Public libraries have helped to nurture the good culture of reading in Hong Kong. It is also instrumental for
local literature and art development. As existing lending service of public library increases its capacity and
quality, public readers reduce their appetites for book purchase.

The Hong Kong Public Lending Alliance was formed — Y ‘
to support and protect the rights of local writers and the

publication industry. Under the proposed PLR system,
the borrowing of a copyrighted work from a public
library constitutes a use for which the author has a right
to be compensated by the Government.

On evaluating the public response, I conducted a
public survey in August 2015 about the impact of
public library service on the people’s incentive for
book purchase. I also discussed and exchanged views
with relevant officials of the Home Affairs Bureau and
Leisure, Cultural Services Department on the details of
this PLR levy proposal last December.
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Asia Televisiott4.s'Closure and outstanding salary dispute’

Since the announcement of the Commerce and Economic
Development Bureau about rejection of renewal of free
TV license to Asia Television (ATV) on 1 April last year, I
had closely monitored the broadcaster’s pre-closure and its
handover of analogue to the public broadcaster, RTHK. But
the transitional period was full of plights since February, with
the snowballing outstanding salaries disputes and trimming ﬁm“ !
down news programmes. The public was dismayed to see
ATV’s inability to fulfil its broadcasting obligations properly
before ceasing it over-the-air transmission on the last day.

I had repeatedly appealed to the Labour Department to step in the salary dispute and urge the proprietors of
the ATV to foot the bill so as not to jeopardise the livelihood of its staff. Meanwhile, I urged the Bureau to
monitor closely for a seamless handover of the analogue to guarantee stable provision of free TV broadcasting
service. At the same time the Government should expedite and finish the scrutiny of details of the free TV

license as soon as possible. Only by granting Fantastic Television Limited the licensed broadcaster can the
public be rendered more options of TV programmes.

ATV’s license was expired on 1 April and the spectrum was smoothly transited to RTHK. Meanwhile, a new
free to air operator, ViuTV, was officially launched on 6 April. I hope that the Government can issue the
official licence to Fantastic TV, as well as complete deliberation works of licence applications of HKTVE and
Forever Top (Asia) as soon as possible so as to facilitate the development of local broadcasting industry.

Z
% o .
Z Kai Tak Multi-purpose Sports Complex

The construction of Kai Tak Multi-purpose Sports Complex is underway and the relevant work tender of
operational consultancy, quantitative surveying consultancy and technical service consultancy. The planning
and design work project can be completed in 2017 as scheduled. I implored the Administration to pay heed to
sports and cultural sectors for their valuable input on this regards. The progress of the Kai Tak sports complex
work project should be monitored closely to meet its revised completion date in 2021.

\\

The Government should take a holistic approach on Kai Tak Development and maximise its potentials for
sports development, bringing tremendous benefits to the public and building Kai Tak an authentic sports hub
in Hong Kong. It is advisable to supplement the Kai Tak mega Sports Complex by turning the former Kai
Tak typhoon shelter into a water sports centre.Yet, as long as a comprehensive and well-balanced planning
between sports events and public traffic is devised, it is ideal to utilise and design the inner rims of the Kai Tak
Sports Complex and the outskirts of the Kai Tak Development Area for organising various track and racing
competitions for motor racing, cycling, marathon and jogging.
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Film industry

(A) Measures for supporting the film industry in the Budget 2016

The Financial Secretary allocated the third injection of HK$20 million into the Film Development Fund in
the Budget 2016. According to the new subsidy scheme, public subsidy for each Cantonese-speaking local film
production will increase from HK$250,000 to HK$500,000 for its promotion and advertisement expenses in
the mainland in a bid to facilitate Hong Kong films exploring the mainland market.

I welcomed this financial boost but unfortunately the portion of current and previous injections are relatively
slim and deficient as compared to the kick-off capital of HK$300 million. I urged the Government to closely
monitor the use of the funding, and boost more local production, nurture new talent, support local post-
production and explore new markets for Chinese-speaking films.

My repeated calls for granting more land for building cinemas and film production have been taken into
account by the Government as shown in the previous Policy Addresses. The expeditious implementation of
these measures, is of vital importance.

(B) Reflecting film sector’ s concerns over the Draft Bill of the People's Republic
of China for the Promotion of Films

The 12th National Peoples’ Congress Standing Committee held the 17th meeting for scrutinise a draft law to
promote the film industry in the mainland. To facilitate the discussion over this legislation among local film
sector, my office arranged a meeting between the NPC Standing Committee Hong Kong Member Mrs Rita
Fan Hsu Lai-tai and the representatives of the local film industry. Concerns and queries about the draft law
were discussed, for examples, the new conditions arising if changing current operating environment under
CEPA, the failing of waiver for local film sector in the existing mainland film-making system and ambiguous
areas in the legislation in term of intellectual property. Local film representatives also relayed their plight in
film production and distribution in the mainland and appealed Mrs Fan to reflect their views to the NPC
Standing Committee.
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(C) Reflecting cinema operators’ call for wavering charges over cinema facilities:
Building (standards of sanitary fitments, plumbing, drainage works and latrines)
(Amendment) Regulation 2015

As the Government decided to amend the current Building Regulation in view of public aspirations for more
female sanitary fitments in public places and shortening the queuing time. The amendment to change the
current male to female ratio from 1:1 to 1:1.5 is well-intended and worth supporting. But the amendment does
not only cover new, but also existing public places. Cinema operators are gravely concerned over compliance
with this new standard because most of them are tenants of shopping arcades. Any alteration of toilet fitments,
drainage works, latrines or technical works requires the prior consent of the shopping arcade landlords.
Cinemas operators are passive on this regard but to comply with landlord’s stance otherwise they are forced to
move out.

After I conveyed this concern at the Legislative Council meeting, the Government accepted this but specified
that if it involves major alternation or additional construction, the
Building Department can consider granting waiver to cinema operators
and need not comply strictly with the new standard. But it is important §
to define categorically over the meaning of major alternation and
additional construction. After I argued vigorously over this, the
Government finally agreed and provided a clear and detailed definition
that the cinema sector felt much relieved and assured.
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2 Revitalising industrial buildings to cater more room for
Z local arts and cultural groups

\

At present, vacated and revitalised industrial buildings have housed a number of local artists, musicians and
cultural groups, forming thriving clusters of arts groups. Over the past few years, vacated factories and offices
in industrial areas have rendered more floor space for arts groups. On par with the inflating prices and rents in
residential and commercial flats, the revitalised industrial units and cells also face similar hiking trend.

I was approached by many arts groups and artists operating in these industrial premises who received letters
from the Lands Department and were warned of breaching the land lease conditions. I tried my best and
offered assistance to alleviate their plight. They were gravely worried that their investment and great efforts in
their cultural or music workshops would be ruined if they were forced to move out subsequently.

To bring forth their plight to the light, I asked the Administration a question on 11 Nov last year at the
Legislative Council meeting and urged the Government to pay heed to the aspirations of local arts groups
which is a matter of life and death. I also asked to meet the Director of Lands on 30 Nov and reflected the
plight and hardship of these local artists and arts groups. I implored the Government to take into account of
the needs of local creative industries and adopt a lenient approach in handling these allegedly breaching cases.

As for long term development, local arts and cultural groups are in grave needs for land and floor space for
their performing venues, workshops and music studios. It requires the Government thinking out of the box
and granting more exemptions from the existing statutory conditions like fire precaution and relaxing them
from the constraints of land leases. It is advisable for the Lands Department make reference to Testing and
Certification Industry and adopt the good practice by waiving charges of changing land lease for arts and
cultural uses. I am encouraged and delighted to hear the active response from The Hon. Paul Chan Mao-po,
the Secretary for Development who lends a good ear to our calling and hopefully this Administration will study
this recommendation vigorously and act in the interests of Hong Kong’s creative and artistic development.

Plugging loophole of visa conditions for
visiting sports and cultural professionals

The Karatedo Federation of Hong Kong invited Japanese Karate guru Sakumoto Tsuguo as a visiting coach to
a training course at Hong Kong Sports Institute in February. He was arrested by Immigration Department for
allegedly breaching visa conditions for working without a visa but was released without charges afterwards.

This incident reflects the grey area which are also vulnerable for cultural and sports sectors by hiring overseas
professionals for exchanges or competitions. Regardless of the tangible or financial rewards, all invited guests
should be granted with proper work visas. The application process may cause inconvenience to the guests and
obstruct long-term cultural and sports exchanges.

To follow up on this case, I raised a question on 16 K& LY
March and urged the Administration to clarify on ,.-“:ﬁ\ \
this ambiguity and the criteria for defining the visiting i R
professionals participating in local cultural or sports "/ .

events require work visas. Hopefully Hong Kong can | - -

study the overseas experience in Singapore, Sweden and |
Canada for reference and the Administration should
consider granting work visa waiver to these sports and "&£
cultural masters and trainers to facilitate more local
cultural and sports mega spectacles and promote Hong
Kong’s cultural and sports development in the long
term.
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Last Summer MTRC enforced strictly its baggage bylaws that stirred up public decries and uproar among
musicians and sports sector. Passengers of musicians, music students, athletes and martial arts athletes are
barred from carrying large musical instruments and sporting equipment. It is understandable to execute the
bylaws to prohibit parallel traders carrying large goods and safeguard passengers’ safety. But it went too far as
strict enforcement deprived passengers of reasonable train service.

I then invited their management team and I convened a public forum. Various representatives from the
musicians, music students, sports and cultural sectors are lined up to meet their counterpart and express their
concerns in person. I also conducted rounds of public opinion poll and the survey findings called for relaxing
the bylaws and granting reasonable exemption to those who are in need.

In mid-October last year, I received an answer from the MTRC which promised to give way and endorsed
some of my recommendations such as setting up a licensing system for carrying oversized musical instruments
during non-peak hours. My Legislative Council office then held similar public forum with MTR management
staff and conducted public opinions surveys, hopefully could help fighting for more room for sporting
equipments.

Z
Z
% Promoting reading culture
The 23 April is the World’s Reading Day. To promote reading culture in the city, I co-organised with the Hong
Kong Publication Society to conduct a public survey on local reading culture. According to the poll findings,

30 percent of the respondents did not read any books over the past year while nearly 70 percent read just one
or two books monthly.

NN\\\\

The publication sector is concerned about the shrinking consumption trend as about 60 percent of respondents
bought books for under HK$ 500. About fifty percent of respondents borrowed books from public libraries or
friends. Only with the Government’s strong push with more resources can local literature be geared up and
flourishes to generate more options of quality reading for the public readers.
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k. 4

AtioNATE ofission by LCSD

The Leisure and Cultural Services Department was criticised for allegedly removing the word “national” from
the name of "Taipei National University of the Arts" in the biography of a local drama company member in
the brochure of the public theatre March this year. This stirred up a heated debate in the cultural sector and in

public.

In my opinion, this case did not involve any breach 1
of creative freedom in Hong Kong. Further follow 111
]

up is needed to see if the incident was stirred up as
a result of unclear guidelines on wordings related to
Straits relationship. In fact, there is well-defined policy
in the Government on this regard in particular over
sensitive political terms. As for the case of informal
exchanges and activities, such as this case of Taipei
National University, a widely-used convention has been
established which are universal and acceptable to all.
It helps to facilitate smooth communication in cultural
exchanges and cooperation. It is therefore hard to
understand why the biography of that member appears
unacceptable to LCSD. I then filed a question and asked
the Secretary for Home Affairs to explain this case
thoroughly and called for no reoccurrence in future.
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2 Restored Landfill Revitalisation Funding Scheme

According to Policy Address 2014, the Government set up the “Restored Landfill Revitalisation Funding
Scheme” to subsidise Non-Governmental Organisations or sports associations.to fully utilise six restored
landfills in Hong Kong for beneficial use and public enjoyment .Over the years, I had repeatedly urged for an
expedition of these gainful facilities in a bid to alleviate the shortage of sports grounds suffered by local sports
sector.

After the scheme was launched in Nov 2015, I convened a meeting and invited the subject officers of the
Department of Environmental Protection to give a briefing to eligible applicants, local sports sector and
local NGOs, about the details of scheme, including its objectives, application requirements, procedures and
assessment criteria. In January this year, I also arranged two field trips and accompanied those interested
sports bodies to visit two of these restored landfill sites to facilitate their applications with more information
provided.

The case of Lee Bo - e,

The case of missing bookseller, Lee Bo, ended when Lee returned home and requested Hong Kong police
to close the case. Lee himself explained that he went to the mainland voluntarily for assisting a judicial
investigation. Regardless of such explanation acceptable to the public, it is an unfortunate incident. It is clear
that unauthorized cross-border law enforcement action by the mainland police is neither acceptable to the
Hongkongers nor constitutional.

I understand that the case has aroused worries of freedom of publication and of speech, and I have to
emphasize that these are also the core values of Hong Kong which are guaranteed by the Basic Law. Under
such protection, publications except those involve obscene or libel should never be intervened or infringed.
People who think any publication violating their own rights can only pursue the matter through local laws and
court, which corresponds to the spirit of the rule of law.

Books publication is not restricted in Hong Kong, so-called “banned books” can still be published and sold
in the market. However, in view of the concerns over diminishing freedom of publication and of speech, the
Government should take necessary steps and show its determination in protecting these rights in order to
restore the confidence of the public.
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PANELS AND COMMITTEES

- Vice Chairman, House Committee

- Member, Finance Committee

- Member, Establishment Subcommittee

- Member, Panel on Administration of Justice and Legal Services
- Member, Panel on Commerce and Industry

- Member, Panel on Constitutional Affairs

- Member, Panel on Education

* Member, Panel on Home Affairs

- Member, Panel on Information Technology and Broadcasting

- Member, Panel on Security

- Member, Joint Subcommittee to Monitor the Implementation of the West Kowloon

Cultural District Project

- Member, Subcommittee to Study the Implementation of Free Kindergarten Education
- Member, Bills Committee on Copyright (Amendment) Bill 2014

- Member, Bills Committee on Interception of Communications and Surveillance

(Amendment) Bill 2015

* Member, Bills Committee on Chinese Permanent Cemeteries (Amendment) Bill 2015

- Member, Subcommittee on Building (Standards of Sanitary Fitments, Plumbing,

Drainage Works and Latrines) (Amendment) Regulation 2015 and Building (Administration)
(Amendment) (No. 2) Regulation 2015

- Member, Subcommittee on Declaration of Geographical Constituencies (Legislative

Council) Order 2015

- Member, Subcommittee on Proposed Resolution under Section 37 of the West Kowloon

Cultural District Authority Ordinance (Cap. 601)
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