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The current social turmoil following the dispute on the Fugitive Offenders Ordnance and Mutual Legal
Assistance in Criminal Matters Legislation (Amendment) Bill 2019 has lasted for more than half a
year.

With on-going demonstrations, local economic and commercial activities have been substantially
afflicted. Tourism, catering, and retails industries are the first to bear the brunt of economic downturn,
while sports, performing arts, culture and publication sectors are not spared from the ripples. Huge
numbers of cultural and sports activities have been cancelled and the publication sector has
inevitably suffered from its retail performance.

Over the past few months, | have proactively reflected to the authorities over the challenges and
difficulties that my representing industries are facing. However, the official response is far from
satisfactory, by merely halving the hire charges of civic centres under the Leisure and Cultural
Services Department (LCSD) and relaxing the matching parameters of this year’s Art Development
Matching Grants Scheme. After all, the Government simply fell short of meeting the industries’ needs.

As the public consultation of the new Budget has been commenced, | will strongly request the
Government to propose substantive and effective measures to help our industries getting out of
deadlock. If you have any comments or suggestions, please feel free to contact my office by email
(fkmaoffice@gmail.com) or by fax (26684 104) before 24 January 2020.

| look forward to receiving your valuable feedback on my work for continuous improvement.

e

Thank you very much!
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In the midst of the recent disturbances, due to the temporary shutdowns of venues and worries over
traffic and safety issues, many cultural and arts events have had to call off or postpone.

Of the cultural and arts activities held from June to November 3 in performance venues under the
LCSD, about 84 were cancelled, 19 were rescheduled due to closure of venues, and 79 were
cancelled or rescheduled of the organisers' own accord. Moreover, the Performing Industry
Association and the Chinese Artists Association of Hong Kong also relayed to me that more than 60
concerts and 31 Cantonese Opera performances were either cancelled or rescheduled respectively
due to demonstrations involving violence.

Consequentially, these event organizers are not only directly affected from box-office revenue and
sponsorship upset, but are also compelled to bear the prepaid production expenses for preliminary
works and extra cost for refund arrangements.

In this regard, | have reached out to various arts and performing arts groups to understand their
hurdles. Also, | wrote to the Chief Executive, the Home Affairs Bureau, and the Commerce and
Economic Development Bureau as a request to take immediate action regarding the matter.

In response to my question raised during the Legislative Council meeting held on November 6, the
Government stated that it will halve the hire charges of concerned LCSD facilities for a six-month
period from October 1, 2019, to March 31, 2020, and introduce a one-off relaxation to the matching
parameters of this year's Art Development Matching Grants Scheme.

However, these measures are not sufficient enough to assist the industry in overcoming the present
hardships. As a matter of fact, rent is merely part of the industries’ expenditure. Also, under the
present economic atmosphere, it is extremely hard for organizers looking for business sponsorship,
let alone finding matching funds sources.

® Consider further rent cut on the LCSD’s venues, and extend the measures to other
Government-funded venues, such as those under the management of the West Kowloon
Authority, the Hong Kong Arts Centre and all tertiary institutions, etc., and provide priority
booking for the affected organizers.

® Reduce the charging percentage of tickets sold by the affected organizers over a period of
time;

@ Set up funding schemes to support the in-need industries;

® Increase the amount of fund granted to the Arts Development Council and local arts groups
in the coming year;

® Provide tax concessions to the industries for stress relief;

FASHNBREHNEMBRERD - EEBERERRLERK @ 58
KRR -

I will strongly request the Government to respond to the above proposals and help relieve the
industries from the current dilemma.
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The Chief Executive Mrs Carrie Lam delivered her third Policy Address in October 2019. My main
responses are summarised as follow:

B xi5sakasnessE

Support the Continuous Promotion of Local Sports Development
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The Policy Address continues to invest in elite sports, such as taking forward the expansion of
the Hong Kong Sports Institute, enhancing subsidies to the Sports Federation & Olympic
Committee of Hong Kong, China, and further strengthening support to elite athletes. These

measures are welcoming. But | still hope that the Government can also provide more resources
for non-elite sports and benefit more athletes.

Upon the review of the Sports Subvention Scheme, the Government should also improve the
salaries and benefits of sports administrators so as to retain talents.

H XEixiEFRe

Insufficient Support to the Arts and Cultures
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The “new” measures mentioned in the Policy Address regarding the arts and cultural industry
are actually nothing new. In particular, advanced innovative technology should be incorporated
into not only the East Kowloon Cultural Centre, but all performing venues so as to keep pace

with the times and creative needs. The Government should gradually extend the measure to all
performing venues under LCSD.
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Ignoring the Needs of the Creative Industries
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The local creative industries have been inevitably upset by the fluctuations of the external and
internal environment but the Policy Address failed to provide any new measures. The

Government needs to study and launch measures to support them, especially the long-ignored
publishing industry, so as to help them cope with the economic downside risks.

O eGSR EREN AR

Fail to support the Industries to cope with the present crisis
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Local cultural and arts, performing arts, publishing and even the sports industries have been
badly hit by current social unrest. Policy Address and the past few rounds of relief measures
have failed to address the industries and provide sufficient support. | hope the government can

pay more attention to the situation of the industry and launch more corresponding supportive
measures.

B EEsEhEEmS

Housing policy should be further enhanced
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Housing and Land supply are the key items of the 2019 Policy Address. Measures are raised to
resume three kinds of land under the Land Resumption Ordinance and to develop public

housing and "Starter Homes", etc. The Government should be determined to implement these
policies so as to fulfil the housing needs of our citizens.



